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Sir: 

This Appeal Brief is filed pursuant to the "Notice of Appeal to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences" filed January 4, 2007 and received in the U. S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on January 8, 2007, and the "Notice of Panel Decision from Pre-Appeal Brief Review" 
mailed January 24, 2007. 

Real Party In Interest 

The real party in interest is assignee BellSouth Intellectual Property Corporation,. 
Wilmington, Delaware. 
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Status of Claims 

Appellants appeal the rejection of Claims 1 - 20, which are currently pending. Appellants 
submit that the claims involved in the appeal are independent Claims 1, 1 0, and 1 8 and the 
rejected dependent Claims 2 - 9, 1 1 - 17, and 19 - 20 as a reversal of the rejection of 
independent Claims 1 , 1 0, and 1 8 is requested in the present appeal and a reversal of the 
rejection of dependent Claims 2 - 9, 1 1 - 1 7, and 1 9 - 20 is also requested based on the reversal 
of the rejection of the independent claims. Accordingly, the pending claims as included in 
Appellants' response to the Office Action of March 24, 2006 are attached hereto as Appendix A. 

Status of Amendments 

No amendment has been filed in the present case in response to the Final Office Action 
mailed August 22, 2006 (hereinafter "Final Action"). 

Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

Independent Claim 1 is directed to a method of outputting an alert that an unauthorized 
event has occurred. A status from a sensor is obtained. (Specification paragraph 22; FIG. 2, 
block 50). Personnel information, including identity and status information for the personnel, is 
retrieved from a database. The personnel information relates to the sensor. (Specification 
paragraph 24 where the text explains that the personnel information can include various identity 
information along with status information, such as job category and/or authorized access zones 
for the various individuals; FIG. 2, block 54). The alert is generated (Specification paragraph 27; 
FIG. 2 block 58) and a filter is applied to determine whether to modify the severity of the alert. 
(Specification paragraph 32; FIG. 2, block 68). The alert is output. (Specification paragraph 33; 
FIG. 2 block 72). 

Independent Claim 10 is directed to a system for outputting an alert that comprises a 
sensor interface (Specification paragraph 11; FIG. 1, block 12), a database (Specification 
paragraph 12; FIG. 1, block 18), and an alert processor in communication with the sensor 
interface and the database (Specification paragraph 1 1; FIG. 1, block 16). The alert processor is 
configured to retrieve personnel information from the database (Specification paragraph 14; FIG. 
1, block 24), generate the alert (Specification paragraph 14, FIG. 1, block 22), apply a filter to 
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"t"** 1 Ud «— for the per.onne, fton, a dattbase the 

personnel information relating to the sensor r •• °a»Mse, the 
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Ha 2, block generate an alert (Specif paragraph 27 ; FIG. 2 block 58), app,y a fflter 
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PsM Cl ^'- 20sto ' i *««l»»der3 5 U. S .C. § 103 a. being rntpaKnuHe over U.S 
Paten, Pubhcaoon No. US 2003/0023722 to Vinberg (hereinafter -Vioberg") in view of U S 
Paten, PublicafionNo 2004/0148526 to Sands « al. (hereinafter "Sands") 



Argument 

I. Introduction to 35 U.S.C. §103 Analysis 

A ^™™^-der 5 103,ha,anir„e„, i on„ou,dhavebeenob^,o S „ me oneof 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was unknown and W 

II- United State, Patent and V^oZ^FTr**** "* 15 * 
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(Fed. Cir. 1988). d l071 ' 5 "-S.>>.Q-2d 1596, 1598 
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obtaining a status from a sensor, 

retrieving personnel information comprising identity »nH «t a f,, g 
information for the personnel from a database , the personnel information relating 
to the sensor; 8 

generating the alert; 

applying a filter to determine whether to modify a severity of the alert and 
outputting the alert. (Emphasis added) ' 

Independent Claims lOand 1 8 include similar recitations. Thus, according to independent Claim 
1 as amended, the personnel information stored in the da^hase includes both identity and status 
information for the personnel. Such embodiments are described, for example, on page 8, 
paragraph 24 of the Specification, where the text explains that the personnel information can 
include various identity information along with status information, such as job category and/or 
authorized access zones for the various individuals. Moreover, as highlighted above , both the 
identity and sta tus information are stored in the database 

The Final Action acknowledges that Vinberg does not disclose retrieving personnel 
information comprising identity and status information from a database, but alleges that Sands 
provides the missing teachings. (Final Action, page 3). Sands is directed to a security method 
and system for authenticating a person's identity based on biometric information. (See, e.g., 
Sands Abstract and paragraphs 7, 19, 24, and 37). The Final Action alleges that Sands discloses 
retrieving identity (biometric profile) and status information (disabled/not-disabled) information 
from a database. (Final Action, page 9). Appellants acknowledge that Sands discloses storing a 
user's biometric profile in a database. As shown in FIG. 3 of Sands, the biometric profile 
includes a user identification field. The biometric profile is retrieved by the authentication 
policy as discussed in paragraph 69 of Sands. Appellants submit, however, that in sharp contrast 
to the recitations of independent Claims 1 , 10, and. 1 8, the disabled/not~disabled status for the 
user is not stored in the database and retrieved therefrom. Instead, Sands explains that *'[i]n step 
420, the authentication policy determin es if the location or user has been disabled ." (Sands, col. 
73; emphasis added). Appellants can find no disclosure in Sands indicating that the 
authentication policy obtains the disabled/not-disabled status for the user from the same 
persistent s torage medium used to store the biometric profile . 
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To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, the prior art reference or references when 
combined must teach or suggest all the recitations of the claims, and there must be some 
suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to combine reference 
teaching, M.P.E.P. §2143. Appellants respectfully submit that Sands does not provide the 
rmsang teachings related to retrieving personnel information from a database that includes bod, 
identity and status information for the p cr^n H ; therefore, the combination of Vinberg and 
Sands does not disclose or suggest all of the recitations of independent Claims 1, 10,and 18as 
required under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). Thus, Appellants submit that a prima facie case of 
obviousness has not been established. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Appellants submit that independent Claims 1, 10, and 
1 8 are patentable over the cited references and that dependent Claims 2 - 9, 1 1 - 1 7, and 1 9 - 20 
are patentable, at least, by virtue of their depending from an allowable claim. Accordingly, 
Appellant respectfully requests that the rejection of Claims 1 - 20 be reversed based on the 
failure of the Examiner to establish a prima facie case of obviousness under 35 U.S.C. §103 for 
at least these reasons. 

U» Conclusion 

In summary, Appellants respectfully submit that, with respect to Claims 1 -20 the cited 
references do not teach all of the recitations of the claims. Accordingly, Appellants respectfully 
request reversal of the rejection of Claims 1 - 20 based on the cited references. 



ResnB^tfully submitted, 




Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec, P.A. 
P. O. Box 37428 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27627 
Telephone: (919) 854-1400 
Facsimile: (919) 854-1401 
Customer No. 20792 



. Scott Moore 
Registration No. 42,011 
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APPENDIX A 

1 • (Previously presented) A method of outputting an alert that an unauthorized event has 
occurred, the method comprising; 

obtaining a status from a sensor; 

retrieving personnel information comprising identity and status information for the 
personnel from a database, the personnel information relating to the sensor; 
generating the alert; 

applying a filter to determine whether to modify a severity of the alert; and 
outputting the alert. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising retrieving information relating to a 
prior event from the database. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising accumulating the alert. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising re-evaluating the severity of the 
alert. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising re-evaluating an uncertainty of the 
alert. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising applying a filter to determine 
whether to limit outputting of the alert. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising outputting a recommendation 
relating to the alert. 

8- (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein obtaining a status from a sensor includes 
obtaining a status from one of an infrared sensor, a physical sensor, a motion detection sensor, a 
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tireless sensor, an audio pattern recognition device, a video pattern recognition device, a card 
reader, a biometric sensor, a software monitoring device, a trip wire, an electric eye, a pressure 
sensor, an access panel switch, a door switch, a microwave sensor, and a System Network 
Management Protocol (SNMP) trap/event message. 

9- (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the alert includes outputting one of 
a telephone message, an electronic message, a pager message, a visual indication, and an 
auditory indication. 

1 0. (Previously presented) A system for outputting an alert, the system comprising: 
a sensor interface; 

a database; and 

an alert processor in communication with the sensor interface and the database, wherein 
the alert processor is configured to retrieve personnel information from the database, generate the 
alert, apply a filter to determine whether to modify a severity of the alert, and output the alert; 

wherein the personnel information comprises identity and status information for the 
personnel and is related to the sensor. 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the alert processor includes an alert 
generation module. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the alert processor includes an input module. 

1 3 . (Original) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the alert processor includes a fi Iter module. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the alert processor includes an alert 
uncertainty and severity estimation module. 

1 5. (Original) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the alert processor includes a rule and 
algorithm update module. 
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16. (Original) The system ofclaim 10, wherein the alert processor includes a filter/mode 
selection module. 



17. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the alert processor includes an alert output 
module. 



18. (Previously presented) A computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions 
which, when executed, cause a processor to: 

obtain a status from a sensor; 

retrieve personnel information comprising identity and status information for the 
personnel from a database, the personnel information relating to the sensor; 
generate an alert; 

apply a filter to determine whether to modify a severity of the alert; and 
output the alert. 

1 9. (Original) The computer readable medium ofclaim 1 8, having stored thereon additional 
instructions that cause the processor to obtain a status from one of an infrared sensor, a physical 
sensor, a motion detection sensor, a wireless sensor, an audio pattern recognition device, a trip 
wire, an electronic eye, a pressure sensor, an access panel switch, a door switch, a microwave 
sensor, and a System Network Management Protocol (SNMP) trap source/event message. 

20. (Original) The computer readable medium ofclaim 1 8, having stored thereon additional 
instructions that cause the processor to output one of a telephone message, an electronic 
message, a pager message, a visual indication, and an auditory indication. 
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APPENDIX B - EVIDENCE APPENDIX 



None 
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APPENDIX C - RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 



None. 
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